
  
 REVISED 2026 DOROTHY KOUNTZ GRANT 

GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION 

The Dorothy Kountz Grant is solely sponsored by Garden Club of Ohio, Inc, for new or 
existing club projects in their respective communities.  Projects may be a joint venture with 
another organization/s.  The scope of these projects may include: 

• Beautification and/or restoration 
• Community Gardens 
• School Gardens/Classrooms 
• Habitat for Humanity Landscaping 
• Blue/Gold Star Memorial Landscaping 
• Implementation of environmental practices 
• Reforestation 
• Horticultural or environmental education for the public. 

GRANT AMOUNT: Up to $5,000 available to be used for direct expenses of project. 
WHO MAY APPLY:  Individual garden clubs that are members in good standing of Garden 
Club of Ohio, Inc. 
NOTE – Recipients of the previous Dorothy Kountz Grant are eligible to apply to the 
REVISED 2026 Dorothy Kountz Grant. 
 
HOW TO APPLY – Application is limited to two (2) pages.  
 ONE (1) PAGE – APPLICATION FORM                      ONE (1) PAGE – BUDGET 
 
Applications of more than two pages will NOT be considered. 
 
Email or mail the completed application form and budget to: Deanna Stearns, 8494 Tiffin 
Court, Mentor, OH, 44060-2266  deannastearns482@gmail.com 
 
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  May 31, 2026 
Recipients of grants will be notified and all money awarded by June 30, 2026. 
Report on project’s completion due February 28, 2027. 
 
Judging Criteria for Grant is based on following scale of points: 

• Benefits and visibility in community   40 
• Impact and scope of project    25 
• Involvement & participation by club   15  
• Collaboration with other community group  15 
• Application forms complete                     5 
• Total                                                                                                        100  
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FUNDING GUIDELINES:  Grants will NOT be provided for: 

• Projects in which club does not participate in some respect 
• Purchase of Blue or Gold Star Memorial Markers 
• Flower Shows 
• Eagle Scout projects 
• Salaries or benefits of personnel 
• Political action programs 
• Capital drives and building funds 
• Scholarships and endowments 
• Private gardens 
• Lawsuits and litigation 
• Overhead costs 

 
FINAL REPORT: 
      DEADLINE – within two months after completion of the project or by February 28, 2027. 
 
      Send the following; 

• A short one-to-two-page report describing the project including photos. 
• A copy of the final financial report including all income and expenses. 
• A copy of all publicity 

 
NOTE – Please indicate if permission has been given for use of photos by GCO in print, 
website, and social media.  A release form for adults and minors can be found on the NGC 
website.  
 
http://gardenclub.org/about.us/press-room/monor-image-release.aspx.  
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