Ohio Tri Consultants Council
OTCC Fall Meeting = September 11, 2026 1:00 PM
Meting Minutes

The 2026 OTCC Fall Meeting was held via Zoom

Attendees: Marlene Bolea, Mary Ann Ferguson-Rich, Karen Hovey, Bert Nero, Joann Predina,
Pat Rupiper, Virginia Schmidt, Debra Turner, Gwenn Zoeller

President: Bert Nero welcomed everyone and started the meeting at 1:00 PM.

Secretary: Gwenn Zoeller
e Meeting minutes of June 17,2026, were accepted as submitted.

Treasurer: Carol Johnson
e Carolwas not present, Pat Rupiper submitted the Financial Report.
o Income received for dues and the 2025 Tri Refresher
o Expenses paid for OTCC Scholarships and the 2025 Tri Refresher
e Bankaccount balance $8,495.41

Schools
e Environmental: Mary Ann Ferguson-Rich chair
o NGC Course 1 will be held March 1-2, 2027 (via Zoom)
o Timeswillbe 11:00 AM -5:30 PM to accommodate west coast participants

e Landscape Design: Bert Nero chair
o NGC Course 1 is being planned for February 2027 (via Zoom)

e Gardening: Pat Rupiper chair
o NGC Course 3 was held August 24-25, 2026, 25 attendees
o NGC Course 4 is being planned for the 4" week of January 2027 (via Zoom)

e AllSchools: Pat Rupiper chair
o Pat submitted the Credentials Report which will also be submitted to the GCO Board
o 2 new Ohio students are attending courses
o Each of the three schools has 15 or more Consultants and 11 or more Master
Consultants
o NGC has made it mandatory that students wait 4 months between courses within a
school to receive credit towards consultant credentials
o Ohio schools’ chairs will plan courses accordingly
o Students must be aware of the timing when registering for courses out of state
o NGC has created a portal for viewing school records https://www.ngcschools.org/
o Consultants must create an account and pay a yearly $15 fee
o Accessis also available to the National and Regional Schools Chairs
o We are concerned that all information may not be loaded timely and that the yearly
fee seems high for the value of seeing 1 consultant’s record.
o Links to the portal can be found on the NGC Schools page or in the NGC Members
Section

Web page: https://gardenclubofohio.org/ohio-tri-consultants-council/
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Tri Refresher: Pat Rupiper
o Tri-Refresher will be held October 2-3, 2026 (via Zoom)
o Income and expenses will be shared between Ohio and Oklahoma

Old Business
e A Nominating Committee was selected at the 2026 OTCC Annual Meeting for election at the
2027 OTCC Annual Meeting.
o AUl OTCC Officers have agreed to remain in their positions for the 2027-2029 term.
Bylaws Article IV Section 3 allows officers to serve 2 consecutive terms.

New Business
® none

Announcements
e Every NGC student is strongly encouraged to keep track of their own records.
e Remember: If you plan to attend an NGC school out of state, the Ohio school chairis
responsible for forwarding your credentials to the other state.

Program: Pat Rupiper
e Educational program = Naturalist Carrie Elvey talked about light pollution; it’s effect on
wildlife and what we can do. More information can be found from Dark Sky International at
https://darksky.org/.

Next Meeting
e Date/Time: OTCC Annual Meeting at GCO Convention Spring 2027 in Columbus
o TuesdaylJune 15,2027 at4:00 PM

Meeting Adjourned 2:55 PM
Submitted by Gwenn Zoeller, Secretary
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